
Topic No. 1: The World in 2040 and 2070

20 Largest Metropolitan Areas from 2010 to 2075
Source: Population predictions of the 101 largest cities in the 21st century by Daniel Hoornweg & Kevin Pope, Global Cities Institute, 2014

The Future of Airports

Asia-PAC & ME

Africa

Europe

North America

LAC

Oceania

60%

0.5%
8.5%
5%
10%
17%

56%

23%

8%
4.4%
8%
0.6%

50%

32%

6%
4.4%
7%
0.6%

2019 2040 2070
7.7 billion 9 billion 10.5 billion

Asia-Pac & ME: Asia, Pacific, and Middle East. LAC: Latin America and Caribbean.
Source: World Population Prospects: The 2019 Revision (Median-Variant Prospect). United Nations, 2019
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• Humankind will have about 10.5 billion members

in 2070. 1/3 of them will be living in Africa.

• 50% of the world is now part of the middle class*. The

rise of the middle class will increase the air travel demand.

• 68% of the worldwide population will be urban by 2050.

But local communities will continue to grow and prosper.

• Life expectancy increases. New technologies are changing

our life. Airports need to adapt to these new paradigms.

• Regional open sky agreements and deregulation are

essential to develop the offer and reduce air fares.

• New airports (both hub and regional airports)

and route networks will be needed.

*defined as the households spending between $11 and $110 per day per person on a 2011 purchasing power parity basis



Disclaimer: The materials of The Future of Airports are being provided to the general public for information purposes only. The information shared in these materials is not all-encompassing or comprehensive and does not in any way intend to create or implicitly affect any elements of a
contractual relationship. Under no circumstances ENAC Alumni, the research team, the panel members, and any participating organizations are responsible for any loss or damage caused by the usage of these contents. ENAC Alumni does not endorse products, providers or manufacturers.
Trade or manufacturer’s names appear herein solely for illustration purposes. ‘Participating organization’ designates an organization that has brought inputs to the roundtables and discussions that have been held as part of this research initiative. Their participation is not an endorsement or
validation of any finding or statement of The Future of Airports.

Learn more and download the white papers at https://www.alumni.enac.fr/en/


